
Breakthrough
Breakfast
Innovations in Neurological Research

Brought to you by our gold sponsor





P R O G R A M

7:30 a.m. Breakfast is served

O P E N I N G  R E M A R K S

7:45 a.m.
Dr. David Anderson,
Dean of Medicine

F E A T U R E  P R E S E N T A T I O N S

7; 50 a.m. Dr. Alon Friedmon

8:00 a.m. Abdullah Alshanti 

8:10 a.m. Dr. Sultan Darvesh

8:20 a.m. Dr. Ruth Anne Marrie

P A N E L  Q & A

8:35 a.m. Laura Eggertson

9:00 a.m. Event concludes

Abdulla Alshanti is a master's student in medical
neuroscience at Dalhousie University, where he also

completed his undergraduate degree in neuroscience. 

Growing up, Abdulla played and watched a wide range of
sports, which sparked his interest in concussions and

mild traumatic brain injuries (mTBI). His current research
focuses on head impacts, concussion prevalence, and

traumatic microvascular injury in university football
players.

 Through his work, he aims to better understand both
the short- and long-term consequences of repeated

head impacts and contribute to improved methods for
prevention and treatment. 

Special Guest 
Speaker





Innovations in
Neuroscience Research

at Dal
Investigating the spectrum of neurological conditions and disorders

Researchers in the Brain Repair Centre and the Department of
Medical Neuroscience advance the prevention, detection and

treatment of major neurological conditions and disorders. 

Dalhousie’s research programs include: 

Alzheimer Disease &
       dementia

Cerebrovascular disease
Epilepsy
Neuromuscular disease
Clinical electrophysiology
Headache

Multiple sclerosis
Behavioural neurology
Neuro-ophthalmology
Neuro-oncology
Parkinson’s disease

Our research teams keeps Dalhousie on the leading edge of
neuroscience advancements. 



Meet the Speakers
Dr. Alon Friedman is a Professor of
Neuroscience and the Dennis Chair in Epilepsy
Research at Dalhousie and a Professor in the
Department of Brain and Cognitive Sciences at
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Israel.

His research focuses on the interactions
between vascular and neuronal systems,
particularly microvascular pathology and
blood-brain barrier dysfunction in brain
injuries, epilepsy, and neurodegeneration. 

With more than 175 peer-reviewed publications and supervision of
more than 60 post-graduate students, his work has significantly
advanced the understanding and treatment of brain injuries. His
multidisciplinary teams are pioneering new diagnostic and therapeutic
methodologies for brain injury management.

Dr. Ruth Anne Marrie is a Professor of Medicine
and holds the Multiple Sclerosis Clinical Research
Chair at Dalhousie. She serves as the Vice Chair of
the Scientific Steering Committee for the
International Progressive MS Alliance.

She is the former Chair of the Medical Advisory
Committee for MS Canada, Past Chair of the
International Advisory Committee on Clinical Trials
in MS and a Fellow of the Canadian Academy of
Health Sciences. 

Dr. Marrie’s research aims to understand the influence of comorbid
diseases on a range of multiple sclerosis (MS)-related health outcomes.
Other areas of research interest include etiologic factors for MS, patient-
reported outcomes, women’s health and prodromal MS.

In 2023 she was awarded the Barancik Prize for Innovation in Multiple
Sclerosis Research. 



Dr. Sultan Darvesh is a Professor and Staff
Neurologist with the Department of
Medicine (Neurology and Geriatric
Medicine), QEII Health Sciences Centre, and
cross-appointed in the Department of
Medical Neuroscience at Dalhousie
University.

He holds the Irene MacDonald Sobey Chair in Curative Approaches
to Alzheimer’s disease. He combines basic and clinical research
related to neurodegenerative diseases, like Alzheimer's and
dementia. 

As a medicinal chemist and a behavioural neurologist, his research
focuses on the development of neurodegenerative disorders. He is
specifically concerned with developing diagnostics and therapeutics
for Alzheimer's disease. He has published more than 115
publications, and has registered more than 10 patents. 

Meet the 
Speakers



People planning primary care need evidence. Evidence to
make the right decisions. 

Donate today and be part of the solution—because
healthcare should work for everyone.

Why is it so hard to find a family doctor?



Meet
the
Team
The Faculty of Medicine Advancement team works closely with
our donor community and Dalhousie alumni to better understand
what matters most to them. We introduce them to opportunities
that align with our medical research and education excellence goals,
and the impact they want to have. It’s important to us that we help
our donors stay connected to the student learners and health
research projects that they care about.

To learn more, contact: 

Cathrine Yuill
Executive Director, Advancement 
Faculty of Medicine
cathrine.yuill@dal.ca
902.956.0821

Connect
with us



The innovative pharmaceutical industry
enhances the TOTAL HEALTH of Canada by
supporting high-value jobs, contributing to the
economy, investing in research, and sponsoring
thousands of clinical trials for Canadians.



Thank you to our
sponsors

At Shannex, we understand that
people value choice and
independence; this is the

foundation of our Philosophy of
Service and our commitment to

residents and families.

As an academic and clinical
department, the health of
our communities and the

people we care for inspires
everything we do. We are

dedicated to building a
healthier tomorrow together
through our commitment to

excellence in quality care,
research, and education.

GOLD

SILVER

Innovative Medicines Canada
partners to champion policies

that drive the discovery,
development and delivery of

transformative medicines and
vaccines to all Canadians to live

longer and healthier lives.

BRONZE




